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RECEIPUS. 


Cash in Treasury, March 1, 1860, 


ON ACCOUNT OF 


Town Tax, 1850, 78 
te og ay LS dg 3 84 
ees anl ah 15) 6 ) T 64 
ate Beet ER 25 70 
eee BHO: Bae 92195 
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Railroad Tax, 1859, 
Literary Fund, 
County, for support of Paupers, 
Esther Thompson, money borrowed, 
Account due from C. A. Lincoln, 
Town of Winchester, for support of Mrs. Tuttle, 
K. P. Wetherell, sales of Liquor, 
Samuel Goldsbury, Tax on Black Place, 
Use of Town Hall, 
Zine and Mortar sold, 
C. G. Darling, for old Hearse, 
K. P. Pierce, for old Bridge Plank, 
Overseer of the Poor, as per his Report, 
Assessments for the year, 1860, 
= ES School House, in District No. 10, 


c¢ ¢¢ 


te CaN OF LT 


023 75 


$959 91 


5 06 
108 80 
398 26 
100 00 
55 00 
36 00 
75 00 
457 

2 00 
6 04 
5 00 
1 25 
427 66 
4079 42 
417 51 
95 26 


&7229 99 
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PAYMENTS. 


ON ACCOUNT OF TOWN PAUPERS. 
Cattle, as per Report of Overseer Poor, 298 80 


Expenses of Poor Farm * 244 80 
a Paupers not at Farm, 78 14 
A Clarissa Tuttle, 36 25-—S657 99 


COUNTY PAUPERS. 


Betsey Nash, for support of Lewis Nash, 104 00 
O. Coolidge & Son, goods furnished Nash, 18 50 
S. W. Darling, wood furnished Betsey Nash. 22 50 
Bethuel Field, ‘‘ support of Thankful Allen, 43 33 


Medicine for Joseph Ford, 2 00 
R. Hopkins, ‘‘ provisions furn’d Reuben Nash, 2 75 
J. F. Butler, for Medical Attendance, 2 00 
D. F. Randall, 2 Es LODE 
Funeral Expenses of Amos Jordan, 9 25 
$s et Miles Jordan, T 25-—$226 49 


DEBTS LIQUIDATED, 


George Chamberlain, 8 Notes and Interest, 1019 73 


Hoit H. Day, 1 Note and Interest, 110 00 
Samuel Goodrich, Interest on Note, 132 11 
Warren W. Farr, for Services at Poor Farm, 

1859, 257 00 
O. H. Safford, for support of Hubbard Chil- | 

dren, 1859, 26 00 
Home of Reformation, for Board, &c., of 

Wn. C. Farr, 1859, 25 86 
A. K. Bartlett, for services rendered C. A. 

Lincoln, 1859, 10 00 


L. Baker, costs of Indictment on Road, 1857, 14 62 
P. B. Albee, School money due Dis. No. 8, 


1859, T 82 
Alson Pierce, for Cutting Wood, i T 50 
Sundry claims for Work on Road, Bridge 

Plank, &c., 14 92 


——— $1625 06 
&9509 54 
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REPAIRS OF TOWN HALL. 


“ee 


S. R. Hathorn, for Slating Roof, 116 48 
O. H. Gillett, for Tinning Belfry, 22 02 
C. Bridgman, for Lime and Freight, 3 00 
H. T. H. Pierce, for Plastering, 6 00 
H. B. Titus, for Whitewashing, 6 25 
O. Coolidge & Son, for Nails and Paint, Ye 
Sundry accounts for labor, 14 02 
P. D. Cressey, for Board and services, 19 00 
ROADS AND BRIDGES. 
4139 ft. Bridge Plank, 28 93 
2411 ft. Railing, 29 86 
Work on Roads and istehe 173 75 
TOWN OFFICERS. 
Barton Skinner, services as Moderator, 2 00 
H. O. Coolidge, 3 Town Clerk, 20 00 
Rodney Fletcher as Selectman, 18 00 
Truman A. Stoddard, ‘ tf 20 75 
Henry O. Coolidge, ‘ gs 45 62 
1g ff ¢ Treasurer, 10 00 
Rev. N. Green, * Sup. Committee, 32 00 
Geo. W. Darling, “ Collector, 14 00 
M. H. Day, sc Constable, 1 50 
SCHOOL DISTRICTS, 
District No. 1, 108 02 
ae chy 79 47 
ds ‘iD, 57 66 
i co, 75 74 
+ ha 8 5 125 TT 
2 an: oT 68 
4 $< ON; 88 45 
7 558 69 51 
“ 9. 


£188 49 


#239 54 


$163 87 
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District No. 10, | 81 89 

1 Sagi te 61 12 

Sed SS 68 27 

oo LS: 166 03 

6c (74 14, 57 65 

i hata ash 57 00 
MISCELLANEOUS, ° 


Thomas Hale & Co., for Printing Reports, 12 00 

Invoice and Record Books, Stationery and 
Postage, | 

R. C. Cressey, for Ringing Bell, 

Arad Fletcher, for Services as Agent on 
Lincoln matter, 3D 50 

G. W. Darling, for Collecting S. House Taxes, 4 00 

E. Sargent, for Services Hiring Agent for 


Co © 


Poor Farm, 2 00 
J. H. Goodrich, for Surveying Road, 1 50 
O. Amidon, for Insurance Assessment, 2 55. 


P. D. Cressey, for Wood for Town Hall, 3 12 
P. H.Stone, for Laying Burying Yard Wall, 13 92 
H. Fletcher, for Stone Posts, Drawing 

Stone, and Labor on Burying Yard Wall, 16 383 
J. Higgins, for Clearing old Burying Yard, 38 00 
Wm. Atherton, for Gate to Burying Yard, 38 04 


Repairs of Hearse House, 18 53 
Expense Buying Hearse, 1 60 
Samuel Burt, for Use of Room, 25 
Asa Marsh, for Damage done Plow, 4 00 
O. ©. Davis, 4 ‘© Saloon, 20 00 
E. P. Wetherell, for Services as Liquor Ag’t, 50 00 

w: ‘Cash furnished to buy Liquors, 75 00 
Cheshire Co. Teachers’ Institute, 18 84 
J. H. Stebbins, for Hearse, 150 00 
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&1232 30 
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$422 80 
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| ON ACCOUNT OF 
State Tax, 

County Tax, 

Non-Resident Highway Receipts, 
Error and Abatement of Taxes, 


Discount allowed on Taxes paid prior to Oct. 1, 1860, 


School House Tax in District No. 10, 

ce 74 cc a & 
Due on G. W. Darling’s Tax Bill 1860, 
Cash in Treasury, 


INDEBTEDNESS. 


Benjamin Pierce, Note, 

Asa Marsh, «6 

Samuel Goodrich, <«“ 

Elizabeth F. Day, « 

Rodney Fletcher, “ 

R. Henry Hopkins, -‘ 

Rufus Harvey, 

Daniel F. Randall, « 

Esther Thompson, 

Bethana Fletcher, <« 

Literary Fund, 

Warren W. Farr, for Services at Poor Farm, 
QO. H. Safford, for support of Hubbard Boy, 


ASSETS. 


George W. Darling, Tax Bill, 1860, 
Note, 


ce te 


Cheshire County, 


Indebtedness of the Town, 


490 25 
32 5d 
179 12 


329 70 
778 11 
29 44 
10 09 
153 59 
404 00 
25 00 
490 23 
260 T7 


&7229 99 


1363 91 


909 50 
633 00 
349 72 
323 50 
232 02 
215 23 
157 81 
106 00 

&9 46 
400 00 
275 00 
13 00 


$5068 15 


$701 92 


$4366 28 
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TOWN CHARGES. 


Expense of Town Paupers, 541 78 
‘6 ‘6 Officers, 163 87 
fe of Roads and Bridges, 232 54 
a of Miscellaneous Items, 71 03 
. $1009 22 
HENRY O. COOLIDGH, Selectmen 
RODNEY FLETCHER, of 


TRUMAN A. STODDARD, ) Chesterfield. 
CHESTERFIELD, March, 4, 1861. 


REPORT 


OF THE OVERSEER OF THE POOR. 


RECEIPTS. 

ON ACCOUNT OF 
Produce sold from the Farm, 66 41 
Cattle, 307 50 
Pasturing, 3°75 
Support of County Paupers at the Farm, 71 57 = $499 28 

PAYMENTS. 

CATTLE, 

Henry Fletcher, for 2 Cattle, ; 36 00 
Thomas Dunham, Jr., for 2 Cattle, 35 00 
C. R. Sargeant, for 2 Cows, 40 00 
Edwin Sargeant,“ 1 « 30 00 
Eli Taft, oo) Meee a 27 50 
Parker Farr, “] « 21 50 


David Day, for 1 yoke Oxen, 108 80 = $298 80 


-_ = 
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TOWN FARM. 


R. H. Davis, Store Aceount, 53 02 
OQ. Coolidge & Son, 41 09 
K. N. Ladd, for one Shoat, 52h 
Parker Farr, ao erage, * 5 00 
Henry Fletcher, for two Shoats and Meat, 13 34 
A. P. Hall, for Meat, 12497 
Arad Fletcher, for Pork, 3 78 
Amos Farr, for Potatoes, 2 00 
. J. H. Symonds, for Sole Leather, 2 40 
Frost & Goodhue, for Lime and Plaster, 7 00 
One pair Cart Wheels, Boxes and Tire, 19 20 
Blacksmithing, 10 98 
One bbl. Pickled Haddock and Fr’t, 4 47 
Ransom Farr, for Sawing, &e., 17 90 
Alanson Chamberlain, for use of water, E20 
D. F. Randall, for Medical Attendance, 10 75 
Funeral Expenses of Elias Hildreth, 8 50 
«“ “ Rachael Holmes, 7 50 
Ransom Farr, for Services as Overseer, 18 50 


Due Warren W, Farr, for Services, 


PAUPERS NOT AT FARM. 


Samuel L. Draper, for support of Anne Draper, 40 00 


O. H. Safford, 4. ‘© Hubbard Boy, 26 00 
Adaline Merrill, «“ «“ Mrs. Grimes, 10 00 
Otis Britton, ‘< «© Mrs. Masters, 6 00 

Chase & Beckley, for Goods furnished Lincoln 
family, 1 24 
O. Coolidge & Son, «“ ‘© Widow Hubbard, 838 
“ 6“ “ «“ Africa Hildreth, 7 07 


$244 80 
$275 00 


$91 14 


$909 74 
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Pare) No.,7. Cost per head, $64 88. 


~ RANSOM FARR, 
Overseer of the Poor. 


Chesterfield, March 1, 1861. 


INVENTORY. 
2 Oxen, 120 00)) Amount bro’t up, 437 80 
2 Cows, 50 00 100 lbs. Hams & Chops, 12 00 
1 Yearling I Bull, 5 00) 300 lbs. Beef, 24 00 
3 Shoats, 21 00) 54 lbs. Tallow, 5 40 
16 Hens, 4 80) 35 lbs. Lard, 5 25 
8 Tons Hay, 112 00) 15 lbs. Butter, 3 00 
Oat Straw & Corn Fodder, 5 00) 35 lbs. Dried Apple, 3 50 
40 bush. Corn, 30 00) 4 1-2 lbs. Sole Leather, 1 35 
45 bush. Oats, 18 001-2 bbl. Cider, 50 
12 bush. Rye, 12 00) 3-4 bbl. Vinegar, 3 00 
5 bush, white Beans, 7 50) 1-3 bbl. ea 00 » 
20 bush. Potatoes, 5 00 |3- 4 bbl. Soap, 2 50 
4 bush. Turnips, 1 00) Soap Grease, 2 00 
1 bush. Pickles, J 25/1650 ft. Lumber, 20 00 
1-2 bush. Salt, 25) 1 String of Gold Beads, 8 00 
375 lbs. Salt Pork, 45 00|1 Pr. new Cart Wheels, 20 00 
2 Lots boiled Cider, 1 00 
$437 80 | 
$546 30 
SUMMARY. 
Paid for Cattle, 298 80 — 
« Paupers at Farm, 244 80 
«¢ Paupers not at Farm, 91 14 
Due to Agent for Services, 275 00 
Interest on Farm, 163 00 ; 
Amount of Inventory, March 1, 1860, ‘575 382 $1648 06 
Received for Cattle, Produce, &e., 499 23 
Due from County for support of Paupers, 60 75 
Amount of Inventory, March 1, 1861, 546 30 
————— $1106 28 
Whole Expenses of Town Paupers, D41 78 
Deduct Expenses of Paupers not at Farm, 91 14 
Expense of Paupers at Farm, 450 64 


eee bo Uw tL 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


THE trust committed to the School Committee is one whose 
value cannot be easily defined or measured. ‘They are the au- 
thorized superintendents of the intellectual and moral ‘ mills” 
which have been running almost from the first settlement of the 
country. Such mills it is no easy matter wisely to superintend. 
For the operatives that stand at the looms, ‘‘ the teachers,” have, 
instead of whirling spindles, the whirling passions of childhood 
and youth to regulate; instead of flying shuttles, the flying 
thoughts and lightning-like emotions and affections. Out of 
these is to be woven the cloth which the School Committee are 
commissioned to furnish. Is the office an unimportant or irre- 
sponsible one? Is the quality of the fabric produced of no im- 
portance to society? In compliance with the law of the State, 
your Committee submits to the town of Chesterfield the following 
brief Report of the Schools for the year ending March 12, 1861. 

No. t. This is one of the largest schools in town. Miss 
Lois W. Leacu, of Westmoreland, taught the Summer term of 
10 weeks. At my commencement visit I considered the school 
was doing quite well, though there was a want of animation in 
the routine of the school-room. As I was not notified and con- 
sequently not present at the examination, Icannot positively judge 
_of the prosperity of the term. From inforniation derived from 
the people of the district, I infer the school was satisfactory. 
Number of scholars, 838; males, 10; females, 23; average at- 
tendance, 27; tardiness, T. 

The Winter term was under the charge of Miss Cyntuta A. 
Homan, well known as a successful teacher. Good attention 
was given to all the branches pursued, and the scholars made 
advancement, though at the examination there was evidently a 
demand for setting philosophers at work to devise some substi- 
tute for the lungs, now nearly useless, for the power of speech 
or for an abundant supply, either of sounding boards or ear- 


— 
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trumpets; length of school 12 weeks. Number of scholars, 44 ; 
males, 21; females, 28; average attendance, 39; tardiness, 53. 

No. 2. The Summer term was under the care of Miss ANN 
S. Burter. Term, 8 weeks. Number of scholars, 16; males,6; 
females, 10; tardiness, 18. The teacher was quite young, and it 
was her first school; though lacking somewhat in energy she mani- 
fested much maturity of judgment, and kept a very good school. 

The Winter school was taught by a beginner, from Keene, 
Mr. Henry I. Wyman. Length of school, 12 weeks; board 
given. Number of scholars, 15; males, 9; females, 6; aver- 
age attendance, 18; tardiness, 17. Mr. W. did not bring quite 
as much energy into the school-room as was needed. I imagine, 
also, that the practical application of some portions of Arithmetic 
to the purposes of life, had not been sufficiently attended to. 
This remark might be applied with nearly the same force to most 
-of the other schools in town. Many a boy and girl who believe 
they have mastered the business part, at least, of Arithmetic, are 
found unable to ascertain the value of a load of hay or the per 
cent. of a supposed mercantile transaction. They might, per- 
haps, do these things readily enough, set down under the appro- 
priate rule in the book ; but that is far from making the end of 
education. 7 

No. 8. In this district a Winter term of 13 weeks was 
taught by Miss OrrenTIA A. Brices, of Westmoreland, who 
has won a fair reputation as a successful teacher. Number of 
scholars, 10; males, 7; females 8 ; average attendance, 8 ; tardi- 
ness, 14. Entire satisfaction was given to all in the district so 
far as I have been able to learn. 

No. 4. The Summer term was taught bya young lady from 
Hinsdale, Miss Lucy A. BENNETT, now exhibiting the first spec- 
imen of her capacity for teaching. There was not that hearty 
approbation manifested which declares unqualified success, yet 
your committee is satisfied that much good instruction was given 
during the term. Having had no experience in the government 
of a school, she failed to secure that close attention of her pupils, 
so much needed for decided success. Term, 10 weeks. Num- 
ber of scholars, 16; males, 8; females, 8; average attendance, 
10; tardiness, 37. 
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The Winter school was under the instruction of a brother of 
the forementioned teacher, Mr. I. W. BENNETT, a young man of 
confidence and much promise. Entire satisfaction was given to 
all in the district. The school was particularly commendable 
for its good order, second to no other in town in this respect; had 
the same perfection been manifest in elementary instruction, it 
would have been a model school throughout. Length of school, 
11 weeks; board given, Number of scholars, 23; males, 18 ; 
females, 10; average attendance; 19; tardiness, 103. Parents 
should send their children a little earlier in the morning. 

No. 5. The Summer term of this school was under the care 
of Miss Stetta M. Tyier, who showed in many respects a de- 
cided aptness to the profession. Prompt and animated herself, 
the school could but partake of the same desirable traits. She 
failed, however, to awaken thought in her pupils—learned them 
words instead of ideas. Length of school, 10 weeks. Number 
of scholars, 34; males, 17; females, 17; average attendance, 
28; tardiness, 29. 

The Winter school, unfortunately, was not as successful. 
Teacher, Mr. Joun D. Hooxenr, of Hinsdale. A person of more 
experience, and more mature judgment was evidently needed in 
this school. So evident was the laxity of rule at the first visit 
of your committee, that he would have felt obliged to discharge 
the teacher, had he not been a beginner, and apologized for the 
want of experience. It is believed that by the most urgent sug- 
gestion he gathered up the reins somewhat, though he proved 
himself to be quick, passionate, and in my judgement, altogether 
unfit to have children under his influence. To govern others 
well, a person must first be able to govern himself. A teacher 
should be able to govern a school, and that too without noise or 
bluster. And in the next place, it is always easier to manage a 
school with the co-operation of the parents, than in face of 
their opposition, or even their indifference. In this district, as 
well as in some others, there are parents who seldom or never Visit 
a school to see it for themselves, but are ever ready to ‘ guess 
that itis not doing much.” There is evidently a demand for a 
wise selection in the choice of a Prudential Committee, and a 
continued movement by all parties towards harmony 365 days in 
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a year. ‘Term, 10 weeks. Number of scholars, 36; males, 
12; females, 21; average attendance, 29; tardiness, 50. 

No. 6. This isa small school, numbering in the Summer 
only 8; males, 4; females, 4. Term, 8 weeks. Teacher, Miss 
CALPHERNIA A. Britton, of rather limited experience, this be- 
ing her second term. In addition to talents and book-learning 
there should be a spontaneous desire and pleasure in teaching— 
a qualification wanting to some extent. ‘There was but little life 
or emulation in the school. 

The Winter term was taught by Miss Cuartorre B. Frencu, 
of Massachusetts. Length of school, 10 weeks. Number of 
scholars, 14; males, 6; females, 8; average attendance, 11; 
tardiness, 21. Miss FreNncH is also young in the profession. 
The improvement of the pupils in their various studies was ap- 
parent, though that root of all school evil, whispering, marred 
the interest and appearance of the school to some extent. A new 
and more convenient house is much needed in this district. 

No. 7. The Summer school was taught by Miss Cyntura 
A. Hotmay, who fully sustained her former good reputation as 
a teacher. Term, 8 weeks. Number of scholars, 84; males, 
14; females, 20; average attendance, 29: tardiness, 10. The 
appearance of the register speaks highly for the conduct of the 
scholars. There was not that spirit and enthusiasm which we 
like to see in the school-room, but there was good order, and the 
progress of the school was fair and satisfactory. 

The Winter term of 14 weeks, was under the care of Miss 
Mary 8. Wurrcoms, of Swanzey. Number of scholars, 29; 
males, 14; females, 15; tardiness, 61. The same good conduct 
was observed on the part of the scholars, but there was evidently 
a lack of thoroughness on the part of some in their studies, ow- 
ing, perhaps, to the irregularity of their attendance. 

No. 8. The first term was under the charge of Miss EMILy 
M. ALBEE, under whose instruction the school made commend- 
able progress, though there was a want of animation and readi- 
ness with some. ‘Term, 8 weeks. Number of scholars, 15; 
males,.5; females, 10; tardinesss, 16. 

The school during the second term was taught by Miss Lenra 
E. PATRIDGE, with fair success. Length of school, 9 weeks. 
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Number of scholars, 15; males, 10; females, 5; tardiness, 34. 
I have heard of no dissatisfaction with regard to this school. 

No. 9. This school during the Summer term was under the 
care of Miss OrtentIA A. Briees. Under her instruction, the 
scholars made fair progress in their studies, though a little more 
life and energy would have been appreciated. ‘Term, 12 weeks. 
Number of scholars, 18; males, 9; females, 9; tardiness, i2. 

The Winter term of 11 weeks, was taught by a beginner, from 
Gilsum, Wu. A. Witper. The want of experience was seen 
to some extent, though the instruction was of a passible quality. 
This school is suffering from too great a variety of text books, 
especially those in reading. Is there not as great a demand for 
procuring a suitable set of implements for the use of your child- 
ren, and those you employ in training their minds, as for plows, 
hoes, axes, and other suitable implements for those who cultivate 
your soil and level your forests? Parents have been also neg- 
lectful of duty im not sending their children to school in season ; 
this is shown by the register, there having been 185 tardinesses. 
One third, at least, of all the money was lost by tardiness and 
inconstant attendance. Number of scholars, 20; males, 12; 
females, 8; average attendance, 16. 

No. 10. The Summer term was taught by a young lady born 
and bred in the district, Miss CARRIE F. Stong. Miss Stone is 
young in the profession. Although not educated, in some partic- 
ulars, with that critical accuracy which is desirable, yet it is be- 
lieved that she taught an acceptable school. Term, 8 weeks. 
Number of scholars, 13; males, 8; females, 5; tardiness. 29. 

The Winter term was taught in an excellent manner by Mr. 
Trimotuy N. Ropertson. He was thorough in his instructions, 
and thorough in his government. Though the extent of scholar- 
ship is not so great as in some other districts, the impression left 
on the mind of your committee at the examination, was that it 
had been a successful school. This district is to be commended 
for the interest it has manifested in furnishing a new and conven- 
ient school-house. Will not other districts follow their example ? 
Length of school, 11 weeks. Number of scholars, 20; males, 
12; females, 8; average attendance, 17: tardiness, 45. 

No. 11. Only one term of 12 weeks for the year in this 
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district. Teacher, Miss F. Josepuine Buxton. Number of 
scholars, 7; males, 4; females, 3; average attendance, 95; 
tardiness, 2. The examination showed that no pains had been 
spared on the part of the teacher, to improve her pupils, and the 
neatly trimmed school mottos, suspended upon the walls, also 
bore witness to the good understanding that existed between 
them. It is to be regretted, however, that this, and some other 
schools in town, should be obliged to remain in their present state 
of separation and solitude. 

No. 12. This school has maintained a prominent position for 
constancy of attendance, and for excellence of scholarship. The 
Summer term must be regarded as quite successful. ‘The per 
cent. of loss was less than that of any other school. Teacher, 
Miss M. Aveusta Marsu, a young lady who seems to have 
been ‘‘cut out ”’ for a teacher, and who will doubtless rank high 
in this capacity. if she shall pursue the vocation. Length of 
school,» 10 weeks; board given. Number of scholars, 15; 
males, 6; females, 10; average attendance 14; tardiness, 1. 

Teacher during the Winter term, Mr. JorHam M. Parnes, of 
Westmoreland, by whose diligence and perseverance the school 
made commendable progress. Mr. P. is a young man worthy of 
confidence, and he commanded the respect of his pupils. It was 
gratifying to the committee to notice that nearly the same degree 
of improvement had been made in every class, showing that an 
interest had been awakened throughout the school. Term, 12 
weeks; board given. Number of scholars, 22; males, 13; 
females, 9; average attendance, 19; tardiness, 29. 

No. 13. ‘The primary department during the Summer term 
was taught by Miss Harrie R. Works, of Westmoreland. 
Term, 9 weeks. Number of scholars, 88; males, 12; females, 
21; average attendance, 29; tardiness, 50. Miss Works came 
into this school without previous experience in the art of instruc- 
tion. The school was not so quiet and orderly as was desirable, 
yet the scholars made fair progress in their studies, and I have 
heard of no complaint. 

The Winter term was taught by Miss Atice W. Quimsy, of 
Vermont. Miss Qurmpy has not that tact for the government 
of small scholars that some possess, yet her goodness of heart, 
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rectitude of intention, and persevering effort, enabled her to car- 
ry them along very well in their studies. The register, how- 
ever, contains a mournful complaint against the parents in neg- 
lecting to send their children to school in season, there having 
been 168 tardinesses. Term, 12} weeks. Number of schol- 
ars, 28; males, 19; females, 9; average attendance, 25. 

The upper department in the Summer was under the instruc- 
tion of Miss Mary I. Luwis, who fully sustained her former 
good reputation as teacher. There was a little complaint near 
the close of the term, but it originated among those who never 
visited the school to see for themselves, but relied upon what was 
said by the ¢attler. Term, 8 weeks. Number of scholars, 32; 
males, 10; females, 22; average attendance, 26; tardiness, 81. 

The Winter term of 12 weeks, was taught by Miss Saran A. 
Burrum, of Westmoreland. But few teachers secure so com- 
pletely the affections of their pupils, and carry them along so 
easily. Marked improvement was made, and the scholars did 
honor to themselves by their good conduct, diligence in study, 
and thoroughness in recitation. Number of scholars, 40; males, 
16; females, 24. 

No. 14. This is a small school. The Summer term was un- 
der the care of Miss Marrua D. Fisk, a quite youthful begin- 
ner, and of moderate attainments. Term, 8 weeks. Number 
of scholars, 9; males, 5; females, 4; average attendance, 7; 
tardiness, 38. 

The Winter term of 10 weeks, was taught by Miss ELLen 
Ropsins, of Keene. Good progress was observed in reading, 
spelling, and other branches, but there was a lack of thorough- 
ness in Arithmetic. Number of scholars, 7; males, 4; females, 
3; average attendance,.7; tardiness, 1. 

No. 15. During both terms, Miss Hartre W. BurrerFietp, 
of Westmoreland, was the teacher. Summer term, 9 weeks. 
Number of scholars, 12; males, 38; females, 9; tardiness, 4. 
Winter term, 12 weeks. Number of scholars, 14; males, 4; 
females, 10; tardiness, 9. The appearance of this school does 
not call for any extended remarks. It seems to have been satis- 
factory to the district. It is evident, however that the scholars 
were not taught to think for themselves. 
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From the foregoing Report we derive the following Summary : 


Tue whole number of scholars who have attended school two or more weeks in 
town during the past year, in the Summer, is 304, viz: 128 boys, and 176 girls; in 
the Winter, 549, viz: 179 boys, and 170 girls. The whole number of weeks of 
schooling in the Summer was 126; in the Winter, 183}. Twenty-one female teach- 
ers have been employed, three of them, both Summer and Winter, and seven males. 

ra . 


From the failure of some of the teachers to keep their registers in a proper man- 
ner, itis impossible for me to report several items which it would be interesting to 
‘ many to know: Such asthe rank of scholarship, habits of study, and moral deport- 
ment of the scholars, and the average wages of the teachers per month, including 
board, &c. That this failure may be avoided in the future, I would suggest to the 
Prudential Committee of the several districts, that a strict regard be paid to Section 
19, Chapter 5, of the School Law, which provides that ‘‘no teacher shall be entitled 
to pay for his services until this provision,” (the making of a report to the Superin- 
tending School Committee of the town) “‘ has been complied with.” 


In taking leave of the office of Superintending School Committe, (though not of 
my interest in the cause of popular education,) I would suggest that the good of 
your schools may be greatly augmented by parents making frequent visits to their 
children and the teachers ; it willstimulate and encourage both teacher and pupils. 
And why should they not do it? Who would trust a stranger to feed his cattle, 
horses, or sheep, through the winter, without seeing them himself, especially, if they 
were withina mile of him? Or who would trust a stranger, even, to weed his 
garden without looking after him? Yet how many entrust the training of the minds 
and hearts of their children to strangers during their entire minority without the 
least apparent concern. 


It is also a serious evil in some of our schools, that scholars are tardy and irregu- 
lar in their attendance at school. One tardiness, or one absence, or one dismission 
of an individual scholar would do no great harm, but frequent repetitions of either, 
by a considerable number of pupils, will cause great confusion and disturbance in 
any school. Nothing short of sickness or urgent necessity should ever keep them 
from the school-room, or take them from it during the regular school hours. 


Most of our schools are still destitute of suitable apparatus. Indeed, there is not 
a school in town supplied as it should be. Three or four have a large map of the 
United States. No one has a globe ora clock, and I think not one a dictionary, 
unless perchance, one may have a very small copy. Every school should be sup- 
plied with a standard Dictionary of the language, and with a set of all the text 
books, for the use of the teacher. 


I would also suggest the general introduction of Eaton’s Primary Arithmetic, to 
take the place of Emerson’s now in use. 


Finally, let us ever cherish with fostering care our district schools. Let us guard 
well their birthright. And may it descend in ever increasing richness to our pos- 
terity. Thus shall our work be held in grateful remembrance through the long 
procession of future years. 

Respectfully submitted, 


N. GREEN, 


Superintending School Committee. 


